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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To carry out suction work even when an ink 
tank becomes vacant preventing a nozzle communicating 
with the vacant tank from communicating with outside 
air at other part than a discharge opening when ink is to 
be sucked by one suction pump in a state that one ink 
tank among a plurality of ink tanks is vacant. 
CONSTITUTION: An ink jet printer comprises one or 
more ink jet head 1 having a plurality of nozzles for 
discharging liquid drops, one or more ink tank for 
supplying ink to the ink jet head 1 through an ink 
passage 2, and a sucking pump for sucking the ink from 
all nozzle discharging openings of the ink jet head 1 3_ 
simultaneously. At sucking by the suctrim pump in a 
state that one or more of ink tank is vacant, the nozzle 
which communicates with the vacant tank is prevented 
from communicating with outside air at other part than 
the discharging opening. As a result, sucking the work 
can be carried out even when the tank is vacant and 
excellent printing can be accomplished regardless of the 
presence or absence of the ink in the ink tank. 
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